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Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure in accordance with 37 CFR §1.56, Applicants wish to bring to 
the attention of the Examiner the patents, publications, and/or other information listed on the attached 
PTO Form 1449 (modified). Copies of cited items are enclosed in accordance with 37 CFR §1.98. Also 
enclosed is an International Search Report from counterpart PCTapplication no. PCT/US02/06138 
providing a statement of relevance for non-English language references. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an admission that 
the information cited is, or is considered to be, prior art or material to patentability as defined in §1.56. 

This Statement is being submitted more than three (3) months after the filing date of the 
application but before receipt of the first Office Action. It is believed that no fee is required for 
consideration of the submitted items. Should any fee be required, however, please charge such fee to 
Deposit Account No. 23-3030, but not to include any payment of issue fees. 




Reg. No. 43,556 

Woodard, Emhardt, Naughton, Moriarty & McNett 
Bank One Center Tower 
1 1 1 Monument Circle, Suite 3700 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-5137 
(317) 634-3456 



1^8 


&RMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 


Atty. Docket No. 


Serial No. 


w 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


4002-2950/PC464.00 


10/083,199 


Applicant 






Sheet 1 of 1 


Hai Trieu et al. 






Filing Date 


Group 






February 26, 2002 


3732 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



* Examiner 
Initial 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS Filing Date 
If appropriate 




1 


5,591,235 


1/1997 


Kuslich 








2 


5,989,256 


11/1999 


Kuslich et al. 








3 


6,086,589 


7/2000 


Kuslich et al. 
































RECEIVED 














NOV - 6 2002 

































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



Translation 



Yes 



No 



FR 2 709 410 Al 



03/1995 



France 



NLC 1009471 



12/1999 



Netherlands 



WO 00/64365 



11/2000 



PCT 



WO 00/67651 



11/2000 



PCT 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



♦Examiner: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not consider ed. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



PC464.00:DAC: 189366 



